
Chairman’s Report 
 

 

Hello, and welcome to our 2016 AGM.  

 

We have had another jam-packed year full of walks, including some long-distance ones, holidays and social 

activities, and you will be hearing about these later. I want to start by asking how many read your South-East 

Walker from cover to cover? If you do, you will have seen this notice in the September issue …. Walk leader 
training is something that comes up regularly at AGMs. Sometimes it is offered at a national level, for which you 

need to look on the Ramblers website, but sometimes at a more local one. These sessions are organized by the 

Inner London Area, but are open to all members, and are free. There is still one to come, in February. 

 

We have had some trainng within the Group this year. First, there was a Map and Compass workshop arranged for 

us by the Cotswold Outdoor shop in Chiswick, which a large group of members found useful, and in October 14 

people attended a basic First Aid Course, designed for walkers, and received certificates to prove their efficiency.  

In a year or two we hope this might be repeated so that more people may benefit. 

 

This course would not have been possible for us were it not for the money that we receive from the Ramblers 

Walking Partnership. It is this money, too, which will be paying for the gate in memory of Ken which I mentioned 

earlier. If you book a holiday with Ramblers, and mention when you book that you are a member of the West 

London Group, we receive between £10 and £30 for each booking, depending on the nature of the holiday. This 

information is on the website, and I have mentioned it in my Newsletters, but it is important to us that we 

maximise our income from this opportunity as much as we can. You will hearing more from our Treasurer, 

Monika, but it looks as if funding from HQ to groups is being cut, and if we are to do anything more than just send 

out programmes, then we will need this money for the ‘extras’. Obviously it would help, too, if anyone on email 
who still receives paper copies of the programmes would agree to have them sent by email. It is mainly the 

postage costs which are so high, and they can only go up.  You may ask what your subscription is being spent on;  

on promoting walking, campaigning and keeping footpaths open which after all, is what we are about. There are 

groups even within our own area who do not ask for any central funding at all – presumably they do everything by 

email. 

 

Since our last AGM, we have lost two longstanding members of WL. Roy Reakes, who was chairman before 

Martin, died in February, and Clive Sacks, whom many older members will remember, soon afterwards. We had 

representatives from the Group at both funerals.  Some of us are at the age when funerals occur too often, but I’m 
glad to report that we have had new, younger members join us during the year, and quite an upsurge in people 

coming forward to lead walks. Our walking programme is exciting, and is being enjoyed by members of other 

groups, too. 

 

You will be hearing about activities in more details from other committee members, but none of this would happen 

without their commitment and enthusiasm. Each person currently on the committee has a role to play and they are 

all doing it very well; committee meetings are usually extremely lively. So I would like to thank Martin, for being 

a scrupulous secretary who reminds me of what I need to know; Jackie, for organizing our walking programme 

and generally keeping us all up to scratch; Monika, who took on the role of treasurer a year ago and who has now 

made herself master (mistress?) of our financial situation; Sue Williams, who looks after membership, welcomes 

new members, and sends out the programmes; Sue Aldridge, who is one of our Area Representatives; David, who 

now seems to have taken on holidays as well as social events; Pete, who keeps our website up to date; and 

Maureen, who is constantly coming up with good ideas for publicity. Maureen and Jackie in particular could do 

with some assistance – which could be given on or off committee – so please come forward if you would like to 

help. 

 

And so I wish everyone very happy walking in 2017. 

 

Margaret Lydamore 

Chairman 
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