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We have had another successful year with over 150 walks offered which averages at three 

each week. There has been a good balance between longer, more challenging countryside 

walks and shorter, easier walks mainly in the London area. On several Saturdays it has been 

possible to offer a choice of walks and it is hoped this might be extended in the future so 

everyone can find a walk that appeals to them. Fortunately new leaders have continued to 

come forward and we now have a team of about forty people willing to lead walks and also 

come up with new ideas which places the group in a strong position to continue to offer a 

full and varied programme.  

The adoption of long-distance paths as a regular part of the programme has proved very 

popular and also encouraged new leaders to come forward to lead sections. We continued 

the North Downs Way and reached Dover in August and Canterbury in October. By popular 

demand, we will ‘complete the loop’ from Canterbury to Dover in the summer of 2018, as 

well as repeating some of the nicest sections. We also completed the Capital Ring, returning 

to Greenford in September and managed all 150 miles of the London LOOP between 

February and November. Other highlights included the Medway Valley Walk and the 

Thames Estuary Path as well as lots of walks in favourite, and new, places in and around 

London.  The introduction of Family Friendly Walks on one Sunday afternoon each month 

has also broadened the appeal of the programme.  

This year we are putting on a special programme of walks as our contribution to the 

Ramblers Winter Walking Festival over the Christmas/New Year period.  We hope members 

will help publicise it among their friends and neighbours as it is potentially a good 

opportunity to recruit new members and raise our profile locally. 

Plans for 2018 include the Greensand Way, the Chiltern Heritage Trail and the Lea Valley 

Walk. Volunteers to help recce and/or lead sections would be very welcome.  

The success of the programme depends entirely on the dedication and enthusiasm of our 

walks leaders and I would like formally to thank them all for their support, good humour and 

efficiency in delivering so many wonderful days out.  

 

Jackie Gower 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


