
 
 
 

Hello, West London Ramblers  
 

We have a full programme for you over the autumn 

and winter months, with walks of differing lengths 

in a wide variety of areas. Following long distance 

paths has proved popular, and as some come to end 

others are just beginning. Earlier this month a group 

of us walked the last leg of ‘our’ Capital Ring. 

Anyone who has completed all 78 miles may 

download a certificate from the TFL website! 
 

Those of you who receive our email updates will 

already have in your diaries Wednesday 11 October 

as the date on which we shall officially ‘open’ the 

kissing gate which West London Group has 

donated in memory of Ken Royce, who died in 

2013. For around 50 years, Ken was an active WL 

member who walked regularly, held different  
 

 
 

positions on the committee and led several walks on 

each programme. Many of the routes are now posted 

on our website so that we can continue walking 

them, and some are being included on our 

programmes by other leaders.  The gate is on a 

circular walk from Great Missenden which Ken led 

scores of time, and we are going to do a slightly 

shortened version of it to allow less agile members 

to come, and give time for a bit of socializing in the 

pub, The Bell at Chartridge. Details of the walk will 

be found in the programme, but for anyone who  
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would like to be there, and cannot do the walk – 

which is hilly in places – there are other options. 

There is a carpark opposite The Bell. There is also a  

bus, Red Eagle 77, which leaves stop B on Chesham 

Broadway at 11.20 and reaches The Bell at 11.34. 

There is a return bus from The Bell at 14.27. These 

times are correct as of now, but please check before 

travel. From the pub, it is about 10 minutes of flat 

walking to the gate. Go through the kissing gate 

directly opposite the pub and walk diagonally across 

a large field to pass through another kissing gate on 

the far side. Proceed along an enclosed grassy track 

and round to the left to arrive at Ken’s gate 

(GR930034). The walking group should arrive there 

at approximately 12.15. We are trying to contact as 

many of Ken’s old friends as possible to tell them 

about this walk so, as numbers may be high, we 

suggest a picnic lunch, with drinks in the pub 

afterwards. However, the pub is expecting some  

people to eat there, so if you would like to do this, 

then please make sure you book a place by 

following the instructions in the programme. 
 

A sunny week in early July saw some 17 of us 

spending a week at the Christian Guild’s Lindors 

Country House Hotel in the Wye Valley. This is a 

spectacularly beautiful part of the country. The Wye 

forms the border between England and Wales. The 

hotel is actually in England, but we spent a large 

part of the time in Wales, and on most days crossed 

back and forth between the two, and some steep 

ascents put us through our paces. There was some 
 

 
The Wye is just behind the group, honest! 
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sightseeing, too – Chepstow Castle and Tintern 

Abbey are not to be missed – and a few of the boys 

took a day out to ride the Dean Forest Railway. 

 

David Slater already has another Christian Guild 

Hotel holiday lined up for us in 2018. This time it is 

at Abbot Hall, Grange-over-Sands in the South Lake 

District. It is a 6-night holiday, from Sunday 24 to 

Saturday 30 June. Accommodation will be in single 

en-suite rooms (doubles or twins are available for 

couples or sharers) at a cost of  £510 per person.  
 

 

Abbott Hall, Grange-over-Sands 

 

This will give us half board, with a packed lunch 

and two experienced leaders offering a choice of 

walks of around 5 or 8 miles. The hotel faces 

Morecombe Bay - when I was last there I watched 

the walk from Arnside across the sands, led by 

Cedric Robinson, come in at Kent’s Bank, where 

there is a station a few minutes from the hotel. To 

secure your place (and early booking is 

recommended) contact David Slater on 020 8566 

3311 or davebelize@hotmail.co.uk. He will ask for 

a £50 non-refundable deposit, payable to Christian 

Guild. 

 

Some of you will know that our Group Secretary, 

Martin Harris, has been unwell and not walking with 

us lately. In early August he had a heart bypass 

procedure. He is now spending some weeks with his 

sister while he recovers, but aims to return home 

shortly and is already walking short distances, so we 

hope to see him out on a WL walk before too long. 

Martin is also our footpath secretary. One of our 

responsibilities as a Ramblers group is to check 

footpaths both in our local area and in South Bucks. 

What with illness and injury, some of this work has 

been neglected of late, and we urgently need more 

members to come forward to volunteer to help.  

 

 

 

Please contact Martin direct, or come along to the  

AGM in December and offer your services. We 

actually need more help in runnng our WL group, 

too. Maureen Brook, our excellent Publicity Co-

ordinator, who has done such good work especially 

in making WL’s presence known at several festivals 

over past summers, is leaving the Committee.  Will 

 

 

We put on a brave show at the Brentford Festival, in 

spite of the weather 
 

someone else step forward?  Help will be on hand! 

And Jackie Gower, our Programme Co-ordinator, 

would value assistance in putting together specific 

parts of the programme, such as short walks. This is 

really a success story, as our programme has 

expanded so much that it is a lot for one person, and 

Jackie would like her role to be as co-ordinator, 

rather than as organizer-of-everything. 
 

So come along to the AGM on 12 December, meet 

your friends, enjoy the festivities, and see what you 

can do for West London! 

 

 
 

A colourful finale at Greenford to WL’s Capital Ring 

walk. 

 

Margaret Lydamore 
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