
 
 
 

Hello, West London Ramblers  
and happy walking to everyone in 2017 

 

Our well-attended AGM in December was the 

annual opportunity for members to get together to 

discuss issues of common interest, and then to 

socialize over a glass of wine and festive nibbles. 

The 2016 Committee was re-elected unopposed, but 

we are still able to co-opt anyone who would like to 

be involved, or who has specific gifts or interests to 

offer. For instance, we would welcome someone 

who could work with both Jackie (Walks Co-

ordinator) and Maureen (Publicity Co-ordinator) in 

devising a programme of walks which would appeal 

to any section of society which we don’t reach at the 

moment. There is plenty of scope there, and this 

would chime in with Ramblers’ declared intention to 

get the whole of Britain walking. 
 

One issue which provoked discussion was the 

question of whether West London should be in the 

Bucks, Milton Keynes and West Middlesex Area, or 

might be better placed with other London groups in 

the Inner London Area. Many felt that our links 

were with the London groups, but Martin pointed 

out that the placing of Ramblers groups had much to 

do with the boundaries of the Highways Authorities. 

He felt that change would not be possible until we 

could all be reorganized into a Greater London 

Area. The upshot was that the Committee was asked 

to take the matter up with Ramblers HQ. The Area 

AGM is on Saturday 4 February at Stoke 

Mandeville Community Centre - all welcome. 
 

 

 
The North Downs Way gang 
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Whatever Area we are in, it is a fact that at least half 

the people on any of our walks come from other 

groups, and we welcome this. It is a sign that we 

have a good programme. The project to walk the 

North Downs Way has been particularly successful, 

and there will be quite a few people who have the  

satisfaction of having completed the whole 153 

miles before 2017 is out.  Walking the Capital Ring 

is a less ambitious undertaking, but has been 

embraced enthusiastically, and this programme sees 

the start of walking the London Loop. We are able 

to offer more because more leaders are coming 

forward, which is great news for everyone.  
 

Twenty-six members enjoyed a walk over Winter 

Hill shortly before Christmas to The Spade Oak at 

Bourne End for a festive lunch. Many thanks to 

Roger Wilson for making the arrangements. 
 

 

 
A Lake District holiday offers more than walking 
 

The holiday in the Wye Valley announced in our 

last programme is now fully booked, but Bob 

Scanlan has agreed to lead walks from Keswick in 

the spring. The dates are Monday 24 to Friday 28 

April, and we will stay in local B&Bs. Please let me 

know by Friday 24 February at the latest if you 

would like to come (melyd@btinternet.com). 

Bob has said the walks will be ‘moderate’ but one 

cannot deny that the Lake District is hilly! For 

safety’s sake, we shall need to limit numbers. 

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/
mailto:melyd@btinternet.com


 

 

Elizabeth Jackson has offered another long weekend 

on the South Downs, 22-26 June, with walks on the 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday starting at 10 

am from Seaford station. In 2015, members stayed 

at The Avondale Guesthouse, near the station, and 

this is the recommended place, but rooms will need 

to be booked early. Elizabeth will advise on this or 

suggest alternatives. Please contact her for further 

information (020 7263 0017/ 07989 060755/ 

elizabeth.jackson.uk@gmail.com). 

 

 
Walking on the South Downs in 2015 

 

Many of you book holidays with Ramblers Walking 

Holidays (as they are now known) but it is possible 

that not everyone is taking advantage of their 

generous Walking Partnership offer. They will  

donate £10 (for a UK holiday), £20 (for a European  

one) or £30 (for a long-haul expedition) if you ask 

for it when you make the booking, and mention that 

you are a member of West London Group. This 

money is intended to enable Groups to expand their 

activities beyond what HQ funding will allow. So 

far, it has enabled us to hold the First Aid course in 

October last year, when 14 members were given 

basic training in emergencies likely to be met by 

walkers. It is also allowing us to buy and dedicate a 

gate in the Chilterns in memory of Ken Royce, a 

long-standing member and leader who died in 2013. 

We have identified some tricky stiles in the Great 

Missenden area, on one of Ken’s favourite walks, 

but the process of replacement is not always 

straightforward, as the landowner has to agree. 

However, we hope the process will be complete in 

the foreseeable future, when we will organize a 

special walk to view the gate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talking about money, it does seem that all the 

Groups in our Area will have their HQ funding cut 

during the current year. We cannot be sure of this  

until our next tranche comes to our treasurer from 

HQ sometime in April, which does make planning 

difficult. But it would help enormously if we could 

cut down on the amount we spend on printing and 

posting our programmes. Believe it or not, some 

Groups spend nothing on this – everything is done 

by email. So, if you use the internet and have an 

email address, please pass it on to our Membership 

Secretary and not only will you receive the 

programme by email, but you will get email alerts of 

amendments to programmed walks, and news of 

extra walks as well. Keep an eye, too, on our 

website, where these details are posted. Our 

webmaster also posts details of walks offered by 

neighbouring groups, which can be very helpful 

when you are looking for something to suit you. 

 

And don’t forget to check in regularly with the 

national Ramblers website, which offers a mine of 

information on all aspects of walking, as well as on 

the campaigning done on our behalf. If you don’t 

already receive the monthly Members Newsletter, 

which sometimes has details of local training on 

offer, then email ramblers@ramblers.org.uk and ask 

to be put on it. Your Rambers membership offers 

you a good deal, so it makes sense to use it fully. 

 

 
An autumn walk in Ruislip woods 

 

 

                                                              Margaret Lydamore 
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