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Annual General Meeting 7.30pm, Wednesday 7th December 2016 

 St Andrews Church Centre, Mount Park Road, Ealing.  

Minutes. 

1.   Apologies for absence. 

    28 members were in attendance and one apology for absence was received. A list of those 

attending is attached to the file copy of these minutes. 

 

2.   Agreement of minutes of last AGM, 16  December 2015 

     The minutes of the 2015 AGM were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 

 

3.   Matters Arising. 

     Ken's walks – details of these have been posted on the group's website and are being used. 

     Kissing gate in memory of Ken Royce – Sue Aldridge reported that this will be installed by the 

Chiltern Society and described to the meeting the are that had been selected. 

 

4.   Reports for West London Group for the RA year October 2015 to September 2016. 

 

Chairman  (Margaret Lydamore) 

We have had another jam-packed year full of walks, including some long-distance ones, holidays 

and social activities, and you will be hearing about these later. I want to start by asking how many 

read your South-East Walker from cover to cover? If you do, you will have seen this notice in the 

September issue …. Walk leader training is something that comes up regularly at AGMs. 

Sometimes it is offered at a national level, for which you need to look on the Ramblers website, but 

sometimes at a more local one. These sessions are organized by the Inner London Area, but are 

open to all members, and are free. There is still one to come, in February. 

 

We have had some trainng within the Group this year. First, there was a Map and Compass 

workshop arranged for us by the Cotswold Outdoor shop in Chiswick, which a large group of 

members found useful, and in October 14 people attended a basic First Aid Course, designed for 

walkers, and received certificates to prove their efficiency.  In a year or two we hope this might be 

repeated so that more people may benefit. 

 

This course would not have been possible for us were it not for the money that we receive from the 

Ramblers Walking Partnership. It is this money, too, which will be paying for the gate in memory of 

Ken which I mentioned earlier. If you book a holiday with Ramblers, and mention when you book 

that you are a member of the West London Group, we receive between £10 and £30 for each 

 
   

  We've had a change of image!   

  



booking, depending on the nature of the holiday. This information is on the website, and I have 

mentioned it in my Newsletters, but it is important to us that we maximise our income from this 

opportunity as much as we can. You will hearing more from our Treasurer, Monika, but it looks as if 

funding from HQ to groups is being cut, and if we are to do anything more than just send out 

programmes, then we will need this money for the ‘extras’. Obviously it would help, too, if anyone 

on email who still receives paper copies of the programmes would agree to have them sent by 

email. It is mainly the postage costs which are so high, and they can only go up.  You may ask what 

your subscription is being spent on;  on promoting walking, campaigning and keeping footpaths 

open which after all, is what we are about. There are groups even within our own area who do not 

ask for any central funding at all – presumably they do everything by email. 

 

Since our last AGM, we have lost two longstanding members of WL. Roy Reakes, who was 

chairman before Martin, died in February, and Clive Sacks, whom many older members will 

remember, soon afterwards. We had representatives from the Group at both funerals.  Some of us 

are at the age when funerals occur too often, but I’m glad to report that we have had new, younger 

members join us during the year, and quite an upsurge in people coming forward to lead walks. Our 

walking programme is exciting, and is being enjoyed by members of other groups, too. 

 

You will be hearing about activities in more details from other committee members, but none of this 

would happen without their commitment and enthusiasm. Each person currently on the committee 

has a role to play and they are all doing it very well; committee meetings are usually extremely 

lively. So I would like to thank Martin, for being a scrupulous secretary who reminds me of what I 

need to know; Jackie, for organizing our walking programme and generally keeping us all up to 

scratch; Monika, who took on the role of treasurer a year ago and who has now made herself master 

(mistress?) of our financial situation; Sue Williams, who looks after membership, welcomes new 

members, and sends out the programmes; Sue Aldridge, who is one of our Area Representatives; 

David, who now seems to have taken on holidays as well as social events; Pete, who keeps our 

website up to date; and Maureen, who is constantly coming up with good ideas for publicity. 

Maureen and Jackie in particular could do with some assistance – which could be given on or off 

committee – so please come forward if you would like to help. 

 

And so I wish everyone very happy walking in 2017. 

 

Secretary  (Martin Harris) 

The West London  Group has had a busy year of planning walks, walking,  path checking and 

dealing with local authorities. 

We have continued with a full programme of walks both at the weekend and during the week.  A 

great thanks to all our leaders including the new recruits to the team of leaders. 

To support the Ramblers objective of encouraging use of  the path network the group is organising a 

series of walks along our national trails starting with the North Downs Way.   The first few sections 

have been completed this year and we expect to walk the remaining sections in 2017.    Other 

formal trails are also being considered. 

The  organized holidays were also much appreciated by those who went on them to explore the path 

network in other parts of the country. 

Thanks to our path checking team for their work in South Bucks and the London Boroughs of 

Ealing and Hounslow. 

For the second year the group had a publicity stall at three events in west London and there was 

some success in generating interest in Ramblers. 

As well as the publicity activity it is intended to continue with our walking and path checking in 

2017. 

 

 

 

 



Treasurer (Monika Eady) 

Summary of Financial Year ending at 30 September 2016 

 

Balance of Funds 1 October 2015 £ 345.31 

Plus total receipts £ 1,285.75 

 £ 1,631.06 

Less total payments £ 1,072.87 

Balance of funds 30 September 2016 £ 558.19 

 

Bank Balance 30 September 2016 £ 684.17 

Less outstanding payment £ 125.98 

Balance as per account £ 558.19 

 

Accounts prepared by Monika Eady (Treasurer) 
 

Receipts and Payments for year ending at 30 September 2016 

 

RECEIPTS 

Year to 

30.9.15 

Total   Year to 

30.9.16 

Total 

£ 850.00   From Area £ 926.00  

£ 140.00   Donations * £ 358.00  

£ 0.63   Interest £ 1.75  

£ 380.00   Self–funded 

Holidays (in) 

£ 9,452.00  

      

 

*£280 received from Ramblers Holidays ltd at £20 per booking 

 

PAYMENTS 

Year to 

30.9.15 

Total   Year to 

30.9.16 

Total 

£ 779.79   Walks Programmes £ 701.94  

--------   Walks Leader 

training 

£ 62  

£ 109.47   Newsletters/publicity £ 156.00  

£ 131.73   Meetings (AGM) £ 152.93  

£ 380.00   Self–funded 

Holidays (out) 

£ 9,452.00  

 £ 1400.99     

 

 

Surplus          £ 212.88 

Deficit  £ 30.36 

 



Membership (Sue Williams) 

     The current membership is at 483 of whom in the region of 200 will receive their programmes 

by post and 175 by email.    The increase in email numbers is , we hope, a growing trend.  We also 

have 35 associate members,  12 receiving by post and 23 by email.    For the record membership 

last year was 499 with 27 associates. 

 

Walks programme coordinator (Jackie Gower) 

The three programmes covering 2016 have included 144 walks and social events which means we 

are very close to achieving the objective I set last AGM of offering a walk every Saturday, mid-

week and on Sunday. It has also been very nice to see so many new walks being offered this year as 

well as old favourites which makes the programme seem fresh and attractive to both our own 

members and ‘guests’ via the national web-site.  

A popular innovation to the programme this year has been the opportunity to complete a long-

distance path by having sections consecutively scheduled on the programme. We embarked on the 

North Downs Way in June and it has proved very popular with about 25 mainly West London 

members on each walk. It is planned to complete it in 2017 by reaching Dover in July and 

Canterbury in October. As the idea of a ‘challenge’ clearly appeals to members but at least some 

would prefer something a bit nearer home and less arduous, especially in the winter months, it was 

decided to begin the Capital Ring in October and that too has proved popular, In February we will 

also be adding the London LOOP to the schedule of walks as a number of people expressed interest 

in it. Looking ahead, suggestions of long-distance paths we might undertake in 2018 would be very 

welcome. 

The number and quality of the walks is entirely due to the willingness of people to offer to lead 

them. This year we have had 38 different leaders, of whom 9 are new and I would like publicly to 

thank them for the contribution they make to ensuring we have a full and interesting programme. 

Such a large pool of leaders is evidence of a very healthy group in which the majority of regular 

walkers are willing to make a contribution to the walks programme. 

I am also very pleased to report that a gender balance of leaders has been achieved. When I first 

joined the group I was struck by the fact that whereas the majority of walkers were women, the vast 

majority of leaders were men. This year 21 of the 38 leaders are women which marks quite a 

significant change. The Map and Compass workshop provided by Cotswold Outdoor at Chiswick in 

July was very useful in giving new people the confidence to take on the role of walk leader and I 

hope we’ll be able to provide further training opportunities next year. The long-term viability of the 

group depends on us being able to recruit new leaders as well as new members, so any ideas on how 

to do so would be very gratefully received.  

 

 Jackie thanked the leaders for their efforts.   

  Also the issue of walks requiring cars to get to the start was raised.  The committee is to consider 

this at its forthcoming meetings. 

 

Access, Countryside and Footpaths (Martin Harris) 

The group had a full set of path checkers for 2016 with most of the parishes in South Bucks and the 

two London boroughs being checked. It was reported that Bucks County Council has had its Rights 

of Way budget restricted and therefore it could not deal with as many problems as it would like.  

 

Holiday coordinator (Margaret Lydamore) 

If you read your Chairmans’s Chat religiously, you will know that WL has holidayed together twice 

this year. In June a small group went to Wells for a few days, and enjoyed walks mostly direct from 

the city centre. I think Wells is one of the most beautiful places in England, and its cathedral is 

second to none, so I would willingly go back to one of its comfortable B&Bs at any time. We found 

some good eating places, too, and enjoyed the local market on Wednesday morning. 

 



In September, a larger group went to the Christian Guild’s Willersley Castle Hotel near Matlock, in 

the Peak District and in the heart of the Derwent Valley World Heritage site. We had some splendid 

and varied walks, led by two competent leaders arranged by the hotel, and some people even 

managed some stately home visiting as well, including Chatsworth, and visits to the local mills. 

 

David, who organized this holiday, has arranged another next July at  Lindors Hotel, in the Wye 

Valley, also belonging to the Christian Guild. There is now a waiting list for this, but before then 

there will be an opportunity for a short break in Keswick, in the Lake District,  at the end of April, 

with walks led again by Bob Scanlan, a former WL member who now lives and walks regularly 

there. And Elizabeth Jackson has kindly offered another long weekend walking on the South Downs 

from Seaford at the end of June. Details of both these holidays will be in the next programme. 

 

If anyone would like to offer or arrrange anything for later in the year, I would be pleased to hear 

from them. 

 

Webmaster (Pete Grist) 

The group's website continues to be improved and members are encouraged to visit it in order to get 

up to date information on changes to walks.    Members were also encouraged to put their email 

addresses onto the email list run by the membership secretary. 

 

Publicity coordinator  (Maureen Brook) 

 

Banner (here tonight with the display board) 

- designed and made 

- used at displays 

 

Displays at local events 

- Selbourne Society’s open day at Perivale Wood on Sunday 24
th

 April – over 110 visitors 

- Hanwell Carnival on Saturday 18
th

 June – over 150 visitors 

- Brentford Festival on Sunday 4
th

 September – over 110 visitors 

Thanks to all who took part and helped in different ways: 

Lending gazebo 

Transporting equipment 

Helping to set up and pack down gazebo and display 

Manning the display and talking with visitors 

 

Facebook page 

- Our West London closed Facebook page was set up earlier this year 

- encourage people to join 

- encourage discussions, comments, news, photos, etc 

 

Looking ahead 

 

Displays at local events 

- Not at Perivale Wood 

- Looking at Turnham Green – either Saturday 10
th

 June or Sunday 11
th

 June 

instead of Hanwell Carnival which is expected to be on Saturday 17
th

 June 

- Brentford Festival Sunday expected to be on 3
rd

 September 

 

Other Displays 

- Brentford Toll House 

- Keeping an eye on their website for a good time to have a very simple display 

and hand out Recruitment leaflets 

 



Ideas 

- Please let me know of any good places for 

- a display 

- posters 

- or other ideas for publicity 

 

On the chairs tonight 

- a copy of our poster 

- could you help to publicise West London Ramblers by having it displayed in your 

locality if you live in the London Borough of Ealing or Hounslow? 

- Ramblers badge 

- A good way to publicise is to wear the badge or display it on your backpack 

 

Social secretary  (David Slater) 

 

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New year to all our members. 

I have arranged a few meals this year which were well attended, and with the club’s Facebook page, 

it makes it easier to advertise events at short notice. 

 I wish to thank Elizabeth Jackson for organising the Bar- B-Que at her London Home at Archway, 

with her very own Italian Chief.   Also thanking Martin Harris, arranging two evening walks and 

Pub meals in the summer months.  

I will be arranging more social events, every 6 to 8 weeks throughout the year.  

For the first time an evening of Tad Jazz at the Brentford football club social club on Monday 9
th

 

January  admission £ 6 on the door, 20.30 to 23.00pm. Please see me for further details. 

There are also some interesting Club’s, playing 60’s music in the Charring Cross area, but this is not 

for the faint hearted. Further details to follow during the year.  

I am also considering trips to the Whitechapel Bell foundry, Chelsea Hospital, and St John’s Arch. 

Details to follow. Unfortunately I will need admission money in advance. I will create a waiting list 

to see who would be interested.  

I have some old books of walking and S/O Maps to sell at £1.00 each, all the monies received will 

go into the club funds. I also have DVD copies of the club recent holiday to Derbyshire this year. 

Monies received will also go into the Club coppers. 

I want to wish our Secretary Martin Harris a Happy Birthday 
 

5.   Election of Committee – The following members were elected to form the committee serving 

through to the 2017 AGM. 

 

Chairman Margaret Lydamore Prop: David Slater  Sec: Sue Aldridge 

Secretary Martin Harris  Prop: Howard Densley Sec: Heather McCauley 

Treasurer Monika Eady  Prop: Jackie Gower  Sec: David Slater 

 

With the permition of the meeting the remaining members of the committee were reelected en bloc. 

This was proposed by Elizabeth Jackson and seconded by Margaret Thomas. 

The committee members are 

Membership Secretary  Sue Williams 

Walks programme cordinator  Jackie Gower 

Access, Countryside and Footpaths Martin Harris 

Holiday Coordinator   Margaret Lydamore 

Webmaster    Pete Grist 

Publicity Coordinator   Maureen Brook 



 

6. Appointment of Area reps. 

Martin Harris and Sue Aldridge were reelected as the group's representatives on the Bucks Area 

committee,  proposed by Maureen Galligan and seconded by Hansa Java-Patel. 

 

7. Appointment of Ind. Examiner (auditor). 

Lynda Foster was reelected as Independent Examiner, proposed Hansa Java-Patel and seconded by 

Heather McCauley 

 

8. Is the Bucks Area the best placement for the West London Group? 

   The following points were made 

- there is little connection between WLG and other Bucks group's activities. 

- other group members who walk with us are usually from London. 

- There are London campaigns which we should be taking interest in. 

- the secretary pointed out that the allocation of groups to areas was in the control of head office. 

- Tom Berry and others thought this should be taken further. 

To this end the meeting gave the committee authority to take this further if possible. 

 

9. Any Other Business. 

None 

 

10. West London Group AGM in 2017 – Date and Location. 

    To be announced.   A move to the Northfields Community Centre is being considered. 

 

The Ramblers' Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. Company registration 

number: 4458492. Registered Charity in England and Wales number: 1093577, registered charity in Scotland, number: 

SC039799. Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 


