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Ramblers’ Association 

West London Group 

Welcome!  

 

 

 

 

    

Annual General Meeting 7.30pm, Tuesday 12th December 2017 

 Northfields Community Centre, Northfields.  

Minutes 

1.   Apologies for absence 

 Twenty five members attended the meeting and apologies were received from Alan Ross, Gerda 

Ross, Neil Marsland and Tom Berry. 

 

2.   Agreement of minutes of last AGM, 7th December 2016 

 The minutes were agreed and signed by the chairman. 

3.   Matters Arising. -  None. 

4.   Reports for West London Group for the RA year October 2016 to September 2017. 

4.1 Chairman (Margaret Lydamore) 

Hello again and a further welcome to our AGM 

 

I think we can be proud of what we have achieved in 2017. Other committee members will be speaking 

about their particular areas of responsibility, and I want to thank them all at the start of this meeting for 

the contributions they make to the running of the group. I don’t want to pre-empt what they are going to 

say, but I will just mention that we have had a particularly good year of walking with a choice of options 

ranging from the short and easy to the definitely challenging. We have had three long distance paths being 

walked in sections, and a number of shorter ones such as the Medway Valley Path and the Thames 

Estuary Path, which have proved extremely popular, and attracted large numbers of people. In fact, the 

numbers coming on our walks seems to be increasing, which is very encouraging. Many of these are 

members of other groups, but they obviously like what we are doing. And a number of new leaders have 

come forward to take us to different places, so that is a cause for celebration. 

 

Another real cause for celebration was the walk in October to dedicate the gate near Chartridge which 

West London has donated in memory of Ken Royce, who died in 2013. Many of you will remember Ken, 

although there are newer members who won’t. It was a particularly happy walk with people taking part 

who had known Ken at different times in his life, including some friends from his days with the Vanguard 

Rambling Club and the Rockhoppers. The recent SE Walker gave us a good display for our write-up of 

this walk, and more pictures of the day will be found on our display board – along with photos taken on a 

number of other walks. The donkey work of getting the gate in place was done by Sue Aldridge – thank 

you, Sue -  and it was largely paid for by  the donations we receive from Ramblers Holidays through their 

walking partnership scheme. If our members continue to go on Ramblers Holidays, and continue to 

nominate West London to receive the donation, then we shall be able to see more gates installed, which 

will make our walking easier.  

 

One item from our last AGM which was referred back to the Committee for action was whether West 

London was well placed in the Bucks Area, or whether its real affinities were with the groups in the Inner 

London Area. After receiving what amounted to a brush-off from HQ, I wrote to the Chair of the Inner 

London Area, asking for her help and giving our reasons for wanting to move. She proved to be very 
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friendly and forwarded my letter to the Chair of Trustees for consultation with the Chief Executive. 

Communication seemed to break down at this point, so eventually I wrote directly to Vanessa Griffiths, 

the Chief Executive, who said that she had not heard before of our request, but would do what she could 

to get the matter discussed and a response back to us for this meeting. We are still awaiting this response, 

but in the meantiime have made some unofficial headway. Both Jackie and I have been in regular touch 

with Clare Wadd, who is the Chair of the Inner London Area,  and agreed on some grass-roots co-

operation. I have been invited as an observer to the next meeting of the Inner London Area Council in 

January, and Jackie will go to the Inner London Area AGM in February.  

 

Unfortunately that Area meeting is on the same day, Saturday 3 February 2018, as our own Bucks Area 

AGM, for which West London is acting as host. Some of the thinking behind our offer was to demonstrate 

to the other groups in the Area that we are really a London based group! I hope we shall have a good turn 

out of members for that AGM – all the details of the meeting and of the walk that preceeds it are in our 

current programme. I’d like us to be gracious hosts, and demonstrate to the Bucks Area that we are a 

lively and active group whose opinion does count. Maureen has agreed to co-ordinate refreshments on the 

day, and would be grateful of offers of help from a few others. 

 

And talking of help – our increased activity as a group does mean that we need more help in running it. 

You do not have to get yourself elected on to the Committee and attend meetings in order to help, 

although that is one option. All the present Committee members bar one are willing to stand again for 

election. Maureen has decided that she has steered our publicity efforts for long enough, and is standing 

down. We do thank her for what she has done, but that means  we are looking for a another publicity co-

ordinator – and I do mean co-ordinator, not someone who will do all the work him or herself.  During 

Maureen’s term of office we have had stands at a number of different festivals, all of which Maureen has 

organized herself, as well as other publicity initiatives. But this does not all need to be done by one 

person, so, as well as a co-ordinator, we are looking for a few people who will come forward and offer do 

just one event, such as a festival, or another form of promotion. Likewise, Jackie needs to delegate some 

of the work of programme co-ordinator to other people, particularly someone who would be responsible 

for drawing up a programme of short and easy walks which would appeal to our older, less fit members. 

You may have seen in your SEW an article by Mid Berks Ramblers on what they call their ‘Third Age 

Walkers’. Now there is an idea we could take up. We also need to think of how to fill the places of other 

current committee members in due course, as it is not good for the group to have the same people doing 

things indefinitely. I have twice tried to bring in a motion that no position should be held by the same 

person for more than 4 or possibly 5 years, but it was rejected both times. But current committee 

members will regulate their terms of office, and to avoid a major upheaval at any time, it would be good 

to  have, say, an assistant secretary or treasurer or a deputy chair. Please think about this. We can always 

co-opt people on to the committee after this meeting if necessary. 

 

Our new programme for next year is well under way thanks to Jackie and our team of leaders  - have a 

look of the display board to see some of the plans – so thanks again to her, to all the committee members 

and leaders, and happy walking in 2018. 

 

4.2 Secretary (Martin Harris) 

The West London  Group has had a busy year of planning walks, walking,  path checking and dealing 

with local authorities. 

We have continued with a full programme of walks both at the weekend and during the week, both rural 

and urban.  A great thanks to all our leaders including the new recruits to the team of leaders. 

To support the Ramblers objective of encouraging use of  the path network the group is organising a 

series of walks along our national trails .   This started with  the North Downs way last year which has 

been completed in the autumn of 2017.   Nearer to home the Capital ring and the London Loop have been 

added to the walks programme. These walks have proved to be popular and hence other trails such as the 

Vanguard Way and Chiltern Heritage trails are being added to the programme. 

The  organized holidays were also much appreciated by those who went on them to explore the path 

network and enjoy the scenary in other parts of the country. 

The group's work of checking paths in South Bucks and the London Boroughs of Ealing and Hounslow 
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continues but there is still a need for more volunteers to help with this work. 

For the third year the group had a publicity stall at  events in west London and there was some success in 

generating interest in Ramblers. 

As Secretary I get enquiries for our group via the websites and by phone in response to our piece in the 

Ealing Arts programme.   I would encourage members to look at the group website for late changes to 

walks details and to the national website  for general information regarding Ramblers.  

We have a full programme of walks going into 2018, and intend to contine with publicity events and path 

checking. 

 

4.3 Treasurer (Monika Eady) 

Summary of Financial Year ending at 30 September 2017 

 

Balance of Funds 1 October 2016 £ 558.19 

Plus total receipts £ 1,784.00 

 £ 2,342.19 

Less total payments £ 1,500.04 

Balance of funds 30 September 2017 £ 842.15 

 

Bank Balance 30 September 2017 £ 1,102.13 

Less outstanding payment £ 259.98 

Balance as per account £ 842.15 

 

Receipts and Payments for year ending at 30 September 2017 

 

RECEIPTS 

Year to 

30.9.16 

Total   Year to 

30.9.17 

Total 

£ 926.00   From Area £ 1,500.00  

£ 358.00   Donations * £ 284.00  

£ 1.75   Interest 0  

£ 9,452.00   Self–funded 

Holidays (in) 

£ 6,350.00  

     £ 8,134.00 

 

*£170 received from Ramblers Holidays ltd at 2*£10, 6*£20 and 1*£30 per booking 

 

PAYMENTS 

Year to 

30.9.16 

Total   Year to 

30.9.17 

Total 

£ 701.94   Walks Programmes £ 766.14  

   Walks related £ 250.00  

£ 62   Walks Leader 

Training 

£ 320.00  

£ 156.00   Newsletters/publicity £ 120.00  

£ 152.93   Meetings (AGM) £ 43.90  
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£ 9,452.00   Self–funded 

Holidays (out) 

£ 6,350.00  

     £ 7,850.04 

 

Surplus          £ 283.96 

Surplus            £ 212.88 

4.4 Membership (Sue Williams) 

   Our membership numbers have gradually increased. In 2014 the figure was 460, in 2015 it was 490, and 

now stands at just under 500. In the past couple of years the figure has remained pretty steady with some 

joining and a few older ones leaving.   222 members currently receive their programmes by email, 

together with 27 associate members.  The number of members receiving their programme by email is 

steadily increasing. 
 

4.5 Walks Programme Coordinator (Jackie Gower) 

We have had another successful year with over 150 walks offered which averages at three each week. 

There has been a good balance between longer, more challenging countryside walks and shorter, easier 

walks mainly in the London area. On several Saturdays it has been possible to offer a choice of walks and 

it is hoped this might be extended in the future so everyone can find a walk that appeals to them. 

Fortunately new leaders have continued to come forward and we now have a team of about forty people 

willing to lead walks and also come up with new ideas which places the group in a strong position to 

continue to offer a full and varied programme.  

The adoption of long-distance paths as a regular part of the programme has proved very popular and also 

encouraged new leaders to come forward to lead sections. We continued the North Downs Way and 

reached Dover in August and Canterbury in October. By popular demand, we will ‘complete the loop’ 

from Canterbury to Dover in the summer of 2018, as well as repeating some of the nicest sections. We 

also completed the Capital Ring, returning to Greenford in September and managed all 150 miles of the 

London LOOP between February and November. Other highlights included the Medway Valley Walk and 

the Thames Estuary Path as well as lots of walks in favourite, and new, places in and around London.  

The introduction of Family Friendly Walks on one Sunday afternoon each month has also broadened the 

appeal of the programme.  

This year we are putting on a special programme of walks as our contribution to the Ramblers Winter 

Walking Festival over the Christmas/New Year period.  We hope members will help publicise it among 

their friends and neighbours as it is potentially a good opportunity to recruit new members and raise our 

profile locally. 

Plans for 2018 include the Greensand Way, the Chiltern Heritage Trail and the Lea Valley Walk. 

Volunteers to help recce and/or lead sections would be very welcome.  

The success of the programme depends entirely on the dedication and enthusiasm of our walks leaders 

and I would like formally to thank them all for their support, good humour and efficiency in delivering so 

many wonderful days out.  

  A library of walks books is being created. 
 

4.6 Access, countyside and Footpaths (Martin Harris) 

The group's work of checking paths in South Bucks and the London Boroughs of Ealing and Hounslow 

continues but there is still a need for more volunteers to help with this work. 

At present the London Boroughs of Ealing and Hounslow benefit from keen members who report their 

occasional findings to the Highways authorities but we do not have checkers for either borough. 

In South Bucks district we have checkers for each of the parishes but some have not been checked this 

year due to illness. 

 

4.7 Holiday coordinator  (Margaret Lydamore) 

We have had 3 holiday breaks this year. In April a dozen of us stayed in two guest houses in Keswick, 



 5 

where Bob  Scanlan, an ex-WL member, now lives and is happy to see old friends again. He devised  3 

varied walks for us, in Borrowdale, around Ambleside and – possibly the crowning achievement of 

Richard’s walking career – up the 2,847 feet to the top of Blencathra, in the snow. A few people enjoyed a 

long weekend on the South Downs at the end of June, thanks to Elizabeth Jackson, and are already asking 

when they can stay at Seaford again. And in July, thanks to David Slater,  a group of us spent nearly a 

week at the Christian Guild’s hotel , Lindors, in the Wye Valley, which is a spectacularly beautiful part of 

the world, albeit somewhat hilly. David has already arranged for us to go another Christian Guild hotel in 

the southern Lake District in June next year. The huge advantage of these hotels is that they provide 

single rooms at no supplement, which is what almost all of us want these days. 

More holidays will depend on people coming forward to organize them – I am after all the 

‘holiday co-ordinator’. Barbara Stryjak recently organized a walking trip to Poland for the Ealing Outdoor 

Club, and has offered to do the same for the West London group. This would be for 2019, at a time to suit 

those interested. More details will follow later. 

 

4.8 Publicity coordinator (Maureen Brook) 

Displays 

We took part in two local community events this year: 

 

Bedford Park Festival on 11
th

 June and  Brentford Festival on   3
rd

 September 

 
 

We chose Bedford Park Festival instead of Hanwell Carnival in order to publicise in a different area 

 

Both displays went well each attracting well over 100 visitors despite the weather.  The wind was so 

strong at the Bedford Park Festival we had to take the banner down and hoped the gazebo would stay 

standing.  There were many good conversations and a lot of interest in our programme of walks.  

Although we never know how many new members these displays bring they are good public relations’ 

opportunities 

 

Perivale Wood Open Day - we were not able to take part this year.  The organisers decided not to invite 

local groups as these had attracted far too many visitors last year 

 

Posters 

 

West London Group’s poster was displayed in the London Boroughs of Ealing and Hounslow libraries 

again this year. Posters advertising the new Family Friendly Walks were also displayed in the libraries. 

Our programme for the Festival of Winter Walks will be advertised as soon as the materials are available 

from Head Office 

 

Articles in Magazines 

 

South East Walker 
An item written by Sue Aldridge about West London Group’s provision of a kissing gate in memory of 

Ken Royce and the walk to Chartridge on 11
th

 October 2017 to dedicate it, together with a photo, has been 

given a good spread in the December 2017 edition of South East Walker  

 

Walk Magazine 
The Editorial team expressed interested in the Family Friendly Walk in our programme for the Festival of 

Winter Walks and have published it in the Winter 2017 edition 

 

West London Ramblers Closed facebook Page 

At present our closed facebook page is mostly being used to share photos and experiences of our walks, 

holidays and social events.It is a good place to have walking-related discussions and pass on useful tips 

and information. It is open to all members of West London Ramblers and those who regularly walk with 

us.  If you would like to join in sign the sheet at the AGM, ask a member of the committee or make a 

request through facebook 

 

Group Emails 

Group Emails are sent to members of West London Ramblers and Associates from time to time.  These 
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give notice of changes to the programme and travel arrangements, details of walks and social events 

added to the programme and other useful information. If you are not receiving these emails but would like 

to, please sign the sheet at the AGM or make a request at any time 

 

4.9 Social secretary (David Slater) 

     I have arranged some meals during the year which were enjoyed by a few members. The group's 

Facebook page makes it easier to advertise events at short notice. I want to thank Martin Harris for 

arranging a walk with a pub meal back in the summer. 

    Members continue to enjoy an evening of trad jazz at Brentford football club (The Hive) on the second 

monday of the month, 8.30 to 11pm.   Admission is £6 on the door. Please see me for further details. 

   I will arrange more social events throughout next year. 
 

5.   Election of Committee. 

   The following people were elected to serve on the committee until the next AGM. 

5.1 Chairman – Margaret Lydamore, Proposed by David Slater and seconded by Anna Harris 

5.2 Secretary – Martin Harris,  proposed by Margaret Thomas and seconded by Elizabeth Jackson 

5.3 Treasurer – Monika Eady, proposed by Elizabeth Jackson and seconded by John Gower 

5.4 The following were elected to the committee en bloc 

Membership secretary – Sue Williams, Walks programme coordinator – Jackie Gower, Footpath secretary 

– Martin Harris, Holiday Coordinator – Margaret Lydamore, Social Secretary – David Slater and 

Webmaster – Pete Grist.    All were proposed by Margaret Spooner and seconded by Heather McCauley. 

 

5.5 Publicity coordinator – Gill Peabody, proposed by Margaret Lydamore and seconded by Jackie 

Gower. 

5.6 Sue Aldridge was also elected to the committee proposed by Margaret Lydamore and seconded by 

David Slater. 
 

6. Appointment of Area reps 

Martin Harris and Sue Aldridge were elected, proposed by Margaret Lydamore and seconded by David 

Slater. 
 

7. Appointment of Ind. Examiner (auditor) 

Lynda Foster was elected,  proposed by Jackie Gower and seconded by Heather McCauley. 

8. Open forum.   Matters raised at the AGM can be taken up by the Group committee and/or passed to the 

RA if necessary. 

    There was a discussion on whether officers of the group should be limited to a certain number of years 

service before having to stand down.  This issue was discussed some years ago and the AGM decided at 

that time not to change the rules.  Margaret Thomas and others agreed to discuss this with a view to 

making a proposal to the next AGM.. 

   Details of a possible holiday to Poland were presented. 
 

9. West London Group AGM in 2018 – It was agreed that the Northfields Community Centre was a 

suitable venue and that the date would be decided later. 

 

The Ramblers' Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. Company registration number: 

4458492. Registered Charity in England and Wales number: 1093577, registered charity in Scotland, number: SC039799. 

Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 


