
Chair’s report to the 2018 AGM 

Hello again, and a further welcome to our AGM 

 

2018 has been an eventful year for the West London Group. At our last AGM, I was able 

to report that after a number of false starts in the matter of moving our group from the 

Bucks to the Inner London Area, I had received a response from the Chief Executive of 

Ramblers, Vanessa Griffiths, who said she would do all she could to move our request 

forward. West London hosted the Bucks Area AGM in February this year – maybe a 

move on our part to show the rest of the Bucks Area how far we were from the centre of 

it? During the course of that meeting, our move was approved in principle, depending on 

the assent of the Inner London Group and the Trustees. On the same day, the Inner 

London Area AGM agreed that we should join the Area, subject to the same assents. It 

took quite a lot of the rest of the year, and numerous emails, before the matter was 

finalized. It transpired that we had to make a formal request to move Areas – something 

we had not been told earlier - for which a SGM was in held in May. The proposal was 

overwhelmingly passed, together with the necessary resolution to change our Constitution 

accordingly. After that, the wheels continued to turn fairly slowly, but with some 

networking and co-operation with Inner London going on in the background, until at last 

on 1 October this year we joined nine other groups in the Inner London Area. WL’s 

activities are now shown on the excellent Inner London website – do have a look at this if 

you haven’t already done so -  and all our walks are listed there, as well as on our own 

WL website, so we have seen an increase in members of other Groups coming on our 

walks. The move is already proving to be beneficial to us – we are better placed to 

improve walking facilities in London, for one thing – and it has strengthened us as a 

Group, when we were functioning pretty well, anyway.  

 

Another matter which has greatly exercised the Committee during this past year has been 

the new Gerneral Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) which came into force in May. I 

wrote at length about GDPR in both my May and September Chairman’s Chat 

newsletters, but maybe  people don’t actually read them? In short, if you have not 

indicated on the Ramblers database (the database of the national organization, not WL’s) 

that you are willing to receive communication by email, we can no longer send you 

anything by email, not our walks programme, not train updates, not news flashes, not 



pop-up walks, nothing. Over the last few years, we built up our own email list by asking 

members to give us their email address if they are willing to receive programmes etc by 

email, but we can no longer use this as it stands. If the national database shows that you 

have not given your consent to receive email communication, we shall have to remove 

your address from our list, and that will be done before our next programme is sent out. 

So, please, if you haven’t already done so, ‘up-date your preferences’ by either logging 

on to your account or creating a new one on the Ramblers main website. 

 

So much for the admin. We have enjoyed a lot of walking during the year, and you will 

hear more about that from our programme co-ordinator. We can be proud of our very 

varied programme, which ranges from long distance walks completed in day sections, 

through moderate days out to short afternoon strolls. A bit of research uncovered the fact 

that many of our current walks leaders have been leading walks for close on 30 years and 

at the beginning of December the group celebrated Sue Aldridges’s 30 years as leader by 

recreating her first walk for the Group. As you will know, Sue continues to lead several 

walks on each programme, and has acted as mentor to less experienced leaders. I should 

record, too, that with the death of Tom Towler in January this year we lost a good friend 

and a leader who was always able to find a good pub to base his walks around.  

  

Thanks to Jackie for co-ordinating our walks programme, and to all our committee 

members for looking after their ‘portfolios’ so well. We have had a couple of changes to 

the committee during the year, as David Slater resigned and we co-opted Margaret 

Spooner on as a ‘useful member’. We have to look to the future, and we need more 

people to come forward to take on or at least help with roles that others have been 

fulfilling for some time. The suggestion was made again at the 2017 AGM that 

committee members should stand down after a certain time, and a debate on this will take 

place later in the meeting. I have now been on the WL committee for, I think, 13 years, 

possibly 14, and Chair for the last 4. So I am standing down at this meeting. I want to 

thank all who have served on the committee, particularly during the last 4 years, for their 

friendship and support, and for being so good at their jobs. All power to their collective 

elbows, and to the West London Group, for the future. 

          Margaret Lydamore 

Chair 


