
Holiday Co-ordinator’s report to the 2018 AGM 

After Bert Neale and the late Ken Royce had led their last holiday for the group in the early summer 

of 2005 – a section of  the Cornish Coastal Path – I stood up at the AGM later that year and said that 

it would be a pity if the group no longer went on holiday together, and all we needed was someone 

to co-ordinate offers from people to organize holidays. I was then promptly elected on to the 

Committee as Holiday Co-ordinator. 

Since then, the group has been away together 28 times by my reckoning, give or take, on 

breaks ranging from long weekends to short breaks to a week or more, in areas ranging from 

Cornwall to the Mendips to Northumberland and Cumbria.  I have organized all but 10 of these 

holidays, and actually led most of the ones I organized; when going north we have been fortunate in 

having an ex-WL member  - Bob Scanlan -  who is still a Ramblers member and happy to see old 

friends and devise walks for them. The last holiday I organized was in April last year in Keswick, 

when Bob led the walks we had agreed on together.  

It has become more difficult to organize holidays for a group such as ours. When I first 

started going away with WL, when we were all much younger, many of us did share rooms, with 

bathrooms along the passage, and from what I hear, members of other groups still seem happy to do 

this, or they come as couples which makes finding rooms easier. Most WL London members now, 

however, specify single ensuite rooms, which usually means double for single occupancy. These can 

still be found, especially if you book several rooms at once in the same guest house, but they come 

at a price.  

The 5 hotels run by the Christian Guild, therefore, seemed tailor made for us to stay in, as 

they offered ensuite rooms without a single supplement, and David Slater organized holidays in 3 of 

these in the past 3 years, the last being our only holiday of 2018, in the southern Lake District. 

However, Christian Guild have now sold this hotel, and the one we stayed in last year, in the Wye 

Valley. So these opportunities have shrunk. But thank you to David for doing what he could, when 

he could, and giving 16 or so of us a memorable holiday in June of this year.  

As of now, we have no volunteers to organize anything for 2019. If a stay away is to be an 

official group holiday, and covered by Ramblers 3
rd

-party insurance, there are certain criteria to be 

met, but it is not difficult to do that. I am also standing down as holiday co-ordinator – 13 years is 

enough – and if no one is elected in my place, the 2019 committee will consider any offers that are 

made.  I do hope people will come forward. We have had some great times in the last 13 years, and 

for many years before, thanks largely to Ken and Bert, and it would be good to think that those times 

could continue.  
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