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We have had a full and varied programme of nearly 150 walks this year offered by forty 

different leaders which is a very healthy position for the group to find itself in. While we 

have been fortunate to continue to attract new leaders (7 this year) we also benefit hugely 

from the experience and continuing enthusiasm of many people who have been leading for 

the group for a very long time. We have been checking back through old programmes and at 

least five of our current leaders have been doing it for over thirty years and several more 

are close to that impressive record. The success of the walks programme is entirely 

dependent on the willingness of people to take on the not inconsiderable responsibility to 

devise the route, do the recce and then make the day itself an enjoyable experience for 

everyone and heartfelt thanks go to all our leaders for the huge contribution they make to 

WLG. 

There have obviously been some challenges this year as a result of the late snow, the 

prolonged heat-wave and the exceptional level of disruption on the railways but with just a 

couple of exceptions, all the walks have gone ahead as programmed. The increased use of 

the web-site and email by most of our members makes it much easier to keep people 

informed of any necessary changes and there is clearly less reliance on the printed 

programme by regular walkers. My thanks to Roger Wilson for sending the email alerts and 

Pete Grist for the Walks News Flash on the web-site. 

Once again we have undertaken a number of long-distance paths and these continue to be 

popular with members and seem to encourage new leaders to come forward to lead 

sections. We completed the Chiltern Heritage Trail, the Lea Valley Walk and the Surrey 

section of the Greensand Way as well as ‘completing the loop’ on the North Downs Way 

walking between Canterbury and Dover. I am very grateful to Sue Aldridge, Chris Parnell and 

Howard Densley who each took overall responsibility for organising one of the LDPs. 

Planning is well under way for 2019 with the dates and most of the leaders agreed for the 

Hertfordshire Way, 1066 Harold’s Way and the Kent section of the Greensand Way. 

One innovation this year has been the ‘pop-up’ walk: an extra walk offered after the 

programme has been published by entering the details onto the web-site and sending out 

email alerts. I know some people find it difficult to commit to a date months in advance so 

hopefully this greater flexibility will encourage more people to offer a walk when they have 

a good idea or find they are available.  

To conclude, I would like formally to thank all the walks leaders without whom the 

programme simply couldn’t happen.  

 

Jackie Gower 

 



 


