
 
 
 

Hello, West London Ramblers  

At the time of writing, we are coming to the end 

of the Ramblers Festival of Winter Walks, for 

which WL has showcased half a dozen walks 

mainly in our local area to share the green and 

pleasant spaces that we have in and around 

Ealing. This is part of a recruitment campaign 

from Head Office to get more people into 

walking and to join Ramblers, and there was 

some publicity about it in the national press. All 

of our walks have been well attended, both by 

WL members and those of other groups, and it 

has been good to see people out with us again 

who have not been walking for a while. We 

     

have had welcome new faces too, some of whom  

have already joined up as members, so as a 

recruitment exercise the Festival was a success. 

Participants enjoyed the social aspect of meeting 

other people, and there was usually a cafe or pub 

involved. One thing is certain – we did not need 

to go far to meet very unpleasant conditions 

underfoot. This winter, too, is going to go down 

in history as a wet and muddy one for walkers.  

 
WL toasts the new year at the Pinner Green Piazza 

Our own AGM took place in December at a new 

venue – the Northfields Community Centre in 

Northcroft Road, W13. There was a good turnout, 

and those that came seemed to think that this is a 
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 good venue and worth using again. The upside is 

that it is considerably cheaper than St Andrews, the 

downside being that because of this, it has limited 

availabilty, and that only on Tuesdays. A number of 

our ‘regulars’, however, did not come, and so we 

need to know whether this was because the venue or 

the day was inconvenient, or there was some other 

reason entirely. Eight of the 2017 Committee were 

re-elected unopposed, there being no other 

nominations. Maureen Brook, who has been 

Publicity Co-ordinator for three years, had already 

signalled her intention of standing down. We thank 

her for what she did for the group, and welcome Gill 

Peabody on to the committee as our new Publicity 

Co-ordinator. Please note that the operative word is 

Co-ordinator. Gill will need help from others, and 

would particularly welcome one or two people to 

volunteer to take responsibility for an individual 

event, such as one of the festivals at which we 

exhibit. In 2017 it was Brentford and Chiswick. 

2018’s programme still has to be firmed up. Jackie 

would like someone to take on responsibilty for 

organizing a series of short walks for each 

programme. The Festival of Winter Walks has 

shown how popular these walks are, for people who 

either cannot walk far or do not want to travel far, or 

who would prefer not to spend the whole day out. 

Tom Berry offers afternoon walks on each 

programme which are popular. Could more leaders 

do this, and will someone co-ordinate them? 

        

Forty members and friends walked from Great Missenden to 

Chartridge in October to dedicate a kissing gate in memory of 

Ken Royce 
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There were some lively discussions during the 

AGM. One followed a suggestion from the floor 

that no committee member should serve more 

than three years in post. This could not be 

accepted as a formal resolution, because such 

resolutions need to be proposed and seconded 

and notified to members well ahead of the 

meeting, but a properly worked out resolution is 

likely to be put to the next AGM. When this 

proposal came to an AGM a few years ago, it was 

rejected out of hand, but the profile of the West 

London group has changed somewhat since then. 

Personally, I think that a limit is advisable for the 

main posts, although maybe three years is a little 

drastic, but a situation where everyone goes at 

once is best avoided. The regeneration of the 

committee relies on a constant stream of 

volunteers coming forward to get involved. Some 

groups are better at this than others. I know of 

one which has a deputy for each of the main 

roles, who works with the main post holder 

before taking over for his or her own stint. And I 

know of others where important posts have not 

been filled at all, and where just a few committee 

members are coping with several roles. For the 

record, I will say here that by the next AGM I 

will have served on the committee for fourteen 

years, and been Chair for four of them, and it is 

not my intention to seek re-election for any post. 

         
The North Downs Way walkers reach Canterbury 

I was able to report to the AGM that some 

progress has been made on an issue that came up 

the previous year, and that is the placing of the 

West London group in the Bucks, West 

Middlesex and Milton Keynes Area.  It is 

becoming increasingly obvious to many members 

that our main affinity is with the other London 

groups in the Inner London Area. We walk with 

those groups, and they with us. We do not on the 

whole walk with the other Bucks groups, nor they 

with us. Like the Inner London groups, we use  

public transport, whereas the Bucks groups use cars. 

We are concerned about London’s walking routes, 

and the other groups in the Bucks Area generally are 

not. I was invited in January to attend an Inner 

London Area meeting, and listening to the group 

representatives talking, it was obvious that we all 

face the same issues and that sharing views can help 

all of us.  However, we cannot just choose to change 

Areas – it is matter for Ramblers nationally. I spent 

much time last year trying to make contact with the 

right people, and have now caught the attention of 

the Chief Executive and the Board of Trustees. We 

have just been told that WL needs to pass a formal 

resolution asking to be transferred to the Inner 

London Area, and we have to call a Special General 

Meeting for that purpose. A notice about the 

meeting is enclosed with this mailing, and if you are 

concerned about our placement, then it is important 

that you attend. I should emphasize that our placing 

in the Bucks Area is historical. When WL was 

formed in 1965 we were part of the then huge 

Southern Area. New Areas, includings Bucks, into 

which we were placed, were formed in 1984. Most 

of the present Inner London Area groups were 

formed later. Anyone interested in the history of 

Ramblers in London can look on the Inner London 

Area website under ‘About us – history’ for an 

excellent article. Meanwhile, the Bucks Area AGM 

is on 3 February, and WL is the host, so come along 

and see how our present Area works. Full details, 

and of the preceding walk, are in our programme.  
 

The holiday in the Southern Lake District mentioned 

last time is now pretty well full, but contact David 

Slater to see if there are cancellations. We have an  

         
Walking in Poland, summer 2017 

offer of a holiday in Poland in 2019 from Barbara 

Stryjak, who organized one last year for another 

outdoor group and is prepared to do the same for 

us.The walking would probably be quite strenuous, 

but there would also be some sightseeing. Please 

contact Barbara direct (bstryjak@blueyonder.co.uk)  

if you are interested or would like to know more. 

Margaret Lydamore 
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